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Americans from Democrats’
tax-and-spending legislation.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Mexico.

NOMINATION OF MARGARET IRENE STRICKLAND

Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. President, I am
quite pleased that the Senate will soon
be voting on the confirmation of Mar-
garet Strickland, President Biden’s
nominee to be a district court judge for
the District of New Mexico.

Ms. Strickland was born and raised
in the southwest border region where
this district court seat presides. She
attended New Mexico State University
and the University of Texas at El Paso,
before attending law school at New
York University.

Ms. Strickland returned to the
Southwest after law school and started
her career with the Las Cruces Office of
the New Mexico Public Defender, rep-
resenting clients in the juvenile drug
court and in felony defense work.

In 2011, Ms. Strickland formed her
own law firm, continuing her public
service work representing indigent de-
fendants in Federal court. Ms. Strick-
land has litigated both criminal and
civil cases, including a significant
number in the Federal district court
located in Las Cruces, NM. She has
also appeared before the New Mexico
Court of Appeals, the New Mexico Su-
preme Court, and the Tenth Circuit
Court of Appeals, and filed before the
U.S. Supreme Court.

Ms. Strickland served on the board of
the New Mexico Criminal Defense Law-
yers for over a decade, including as its
president. In 2018, the Federal District
of New Mexico appointed her to rep-
resent all Criminal Justice Act lawyers
as a panel representative.

Ms. Strickland has also done signifi-
cant volunteer work with programs
that reduce the rate of euthanasia for
companion animals. She and her hus-
band Greg foster dogs and puppies set
for euthanasia so the dogs can be
placed in a home.

If confirmed, Ms. Strickland will be
faced with one of the biggest Federal
dockets in the country and inheriting a
very heavy backlog of cases.

I am, however, confident that her ex-
perience and her incredible work ethic
will best position her to immediately
get to work.

Ms. Strickland is a highly qualified
nominee with the right experience, the
right temperament, and the right dis-
position to be a fairminded district
court judge. The ABA agrees, giving
her a majority ‘‘well qualified”’ rating.

She has spent her entire professional
career working in the community in
which she will sit. She knows inti-
mately the impact that the legal sys-
tem has on everyday Americans, and
she understands that serving as a judge
is very different from serving as an ad-
vocate.

She is ready and prepared to shift
from zealously and effectively rep-
resenting clients to faithfully applying
the law to the facts of a specific case.
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Both before and after her nomination
was announced, New Mexicans called
my office in favor of Ms. Strickland. I
heard from judges, from prosecutors,
from defense attorneys, and everyday
New Mexicans. All of them called to
say how much they believe in Ms.
Strickland. Like those New Mexicans
who called into my office, I believe Ms.
Strickland belongs on the bench, and I
am ready to cast my vote and help her
get there.

I enthusiastically support Ms.
Strickland’s nomination for district
court judge for the District of New
Mexico, and I hope that all of my col-
leagues will join me in confirming this
highly qualified nominee.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 231, Mar-
garet Irene Strickland, of New Mexico, to be
United States District Judge for the District
of New Mexico.

Charles E. Schumer, Martin Heinrich,
Alex Padilla, Margaret Wood Hassan,
Raphael Warnock, Ben Ray Lujan,
Gary C. Peters, Elizabeth Warren,
Christopher Murphy, Tammy
Duckworth, Patrick J. Leahy, Sheldon
Whitehouse, Michael F. Bennet, Tim
Kaine, Tammy Baldwin, Cory A. Book-
er, Sherrod Brown.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Margaret Irene Strickland, of New
Mexico, to be United States District
Judge for the District of New Mexico,
shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN) is necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 52,
nays 46, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 367 Ex.]

YEAS—bH2
Baldwin Hassan Murray
Bennet Heinrich Ossoff
Blumenthal Hickenlooper Padilla
Booker Hirono Peters
Brown Kaine Reed
Cantwell Kelly Rosen
Cardin King Sanders
Carper Klobuchar Schatz
Casey Leahy Schumer
Collins Lujan Shaheen
Coons Manchin .
Cortez Masto Markey S1n?ma
Duckworth Menendez Smith
Durbin Merkley Stabenow
Gillibrand Murkowski Tester
Graham Murphy

S6563

Van Hollen Warnock Whitehouse
Warner Warren Wyden
NAYS—46
Barrasso Grassley Risch
Blackburn Hagerty Romney
Blunt Hawley Rubio
Boozman Hoeven Sasse
Braun Hyde-Smith Scott (FL)
Bur? Inhofe Scott (SC)
gaplp; %ohnst()in Shelby
assidy ennedy i
Cornyn Lankford ,?Emllvean
Cotton Lee Tillis
Cramer Lummis T
Crapo Marshall oomey
Cruz McConnell Tuberville
Daines Moran Wicker
Ernst Paul Young
Fischer Portman
NOT VOTING—2
Feinstein Rounds
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

LUJAN). The yeas are 52, the nays are
46.
The motion is agreed to.

RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:36 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Ms. SINEMA).

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee.

HONORING STAFF SERGEANT RYAN KNAUSS

Mr. HAGERTY. Madam President, I
have come to the floor of the Senate
today on behalf of myself and the sen-
ior Senator from Tennessee, MARSHA
BLACKBURN, to honor the life and leg-
acy of a heroic Tennessean, U.S. Army
SSG Ryan Knauss, who was killed in a
terrorist attack while serving the
country that he loves so in Afghani-
stan on August 26, 2021.

Staff Sergeant Knauss served with
the Army’s 9th Psychological Oper-
ations Battalion, 8th Psychological Op-
erations Group at Fort Bragg. He was
from Corryton, TN—a small, rural
community where love of country and
volunteerism runs deep.

Corryton is known for being the
hometown of country music star Kenny
Chesney, and now it will be known for-
ever as the home of our hero, SSG
Ryan Knauss.

Ryan was 23 years old when he laid
his life down for his Nation. I have spo-
ken with Staff Sergeant Knauss’s
widow Alena and his father Greg.
Through our conversations, I got to
know a little bit more about Staff Ser-
geant Knauss. And I am here today to
share with you all and with the Amer-
ican people just who Staff Sergeant
Knauss was.

He was a devoted husband. Ryan met
Alena when they were in high school
working at a local pizza parlor. I
sensed her deep love for Ryan when we
spoke, and I am certain that Alena
feels blessed to have had the oppor-
tunity to be loved by someone like
Ryan.
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